
Terry Meets with President Bush & Secretary Bodman to Discuss America's Energy Future

  

 

  

WASHINGTON, D.C. - This week Representative Lee Terry (NE-02) met with United States
President George W. Bush and United States Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman to discuss the
future of energy independence   .

  

 

  

  

  

Thursday afternoon, Terry, along with several Energy and Commerce Committee colleagues,
met with President Bush for 45 minutes in the Cabinet Room.  Terry discussed E-85, a vehicle
fuel that is 85% ethanol and ten percent gasoline, and addressed specific challenges E-85
faces, one of which is dealing with the nation's E-85 infrastructure.

  

 

  

  

  

"E-85 is tough to sell when major gasoline retailers are not allowed to put E-85 pumps on
franchise property," Terry said.  "There are thousands of vehicles in the   Omaha metropolitan
area that are flex-fuel, yet, there is only one E-85 pump."
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On the issue of hydrogen fuel cells, Terry expressed serious concerns over the allocation of
Department of Energy (DoE) research dollars.

  

 

  

  

  

"The President understood the technical aspects of hydrogen fuel cells.  He feels the
Department of Energy is on track to move to a hydrogen-based economy.  One of my
chief concerns is that when we in Congress appropriate adequate research and development
funds for hydrogen energy, frivolous earmarks that direct money to dead-end pet projects
seriously dilute those funds.  I strongly believe hydrogen is the future energy source of our
country and the world and the DoE is on the right hydrogen energy research path.   Americans
must become the leaders on hydrogen energy use as a replacement for fossil fuels.  I will
continue to work on the Energy and Commerce Committee, with the DoE and the Administration
to help us reach the goals of increased uses of hydrogen.  I want my five year old son to be able
to drive a hydrogen vehicle when he gets his driver's license - which I believe is an obtainable
goal."
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